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Cluj International Airport
hosts the fourth edition of
Aviation-Event 2025 CLJ
The fourth edition of Aviation-Event CLJ, hosted by Cluj
International Airport, has once again solidified its role as a
key platform for regional, European, and global dialogue. 
Cluj International Airport, the host of the conference is
the first regional airport of Romania, situated in the
dynamic city often referred to as the “Heart of
Transylvania”. Cluj-Napoca continues to be a key player in
shaping the economic and cultural development of the
region. With a long-standing history of cross-cultural
exchanges and a strategic position as an academic,
business, and innovation hub, the city provides the ideal
setting for this prestigious conference.
Bringing together a distinguished assembly of aviation
professionals, industry leaders, policymakers, and
innovators, Aviation-Event 2025 CLJ has served as an
essential platform for addressing the evolving landscape
of the aviation industry. By fostering an environment for
high-level discussions, knowledge-sharing, and strategic
collaborations, the conference aimed to contribute to the
advancement of the sector on both regional and
international level.
Throughout the one-day conference, panel discussions
and expert-led sessions explored key themes and
emerging trends that shape the aviation industry today.
Participants engaged in-depth exchanges of insights,
focusing on sustainability, digital transformation,
regulatory changes, and economic growth in aviation.
The conference has facilitated meaningful networking
opportunities, enabling professionals to forge new
partnerships, share best practices, and collectively work
towards innovative solutions to industry challenges. 
PhD. Eng. David Ciceo, CEO of Cluj International Airport,
stated, “Following the success of the first three editions,
we are honored to once again host this esteemed
gathering of aviation experts. During the fourth edition
we managed to build upon the valuable discussions and
collaborations that were the hallmark of previous
conferences. Aviation-Event 2025 CLJ provided a vital
platform for dialogue, fostering the exchange of
expertise and strengthening the aviation sector’s
perspectives of growth.”

With participants from over 20 countries and
widespread media attention across Europe,         
Aviation-Event CLJ managed to further solidify its
reputation as a must-attend gathering for aviation
stakeholders. The conference has established itself as
a key event in the industry, addressing the most
pressing topics and offering strategic insights to
navigate the future of aviation.
Cluj International Airport, surpassing the milestone of
three million passengers annually, continues to
expand its operations to meet the growing demands
of the region’s flourishing economy. As Romania’s
fastest-growing airport and a model of best practices
within the aviation sector, Cluj International Airport
remains committed to excellence and innovation. Its
strategic location makes it an essential gateway for
both business and leisure travel, reinforcing its
significance regionally and internationally. 

More
impressions: 

David Ciceo, CEO, Cluj International Airport 
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WELCOME COCKTAIL

Cocktail sponsored by 
Lagardère Travel Retail 
and Menzies Romania
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Aviation-Event 2025 CLJ - Conference day
Welcoming Guests: A Visual Experience
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Networking Experience: A Visual Journey
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MODERATOR OF THE DAY
Alexander Bogoyavlenski, a distinguished journalist and a prominent
figure in the media landscape, currently with Bloomberg TV Bulgaria,
served as the moderator for the entire conference. Renowned for his
expertise, he has established himself as a trusted voice in journalism,
fostering meaningful discussions on global economic and industry
trends.
Alexander Bogoyavlenski warmly welcomed all participants to the
fourth edition of Aviation-Event CLJ, setting the stage for insightful
discussions, valuable networking, and a shared vision for the future of
the aviation industry.

WELCOME SESSION
Emil Boc, Mayor of Cluj-Napoca, addressed the audience through a video
message, extending a warm welcome to the city.  The mayor welcomed
the participants to CLJ, and expressed his consideration to Cluj
International Airport manangemnt for their contribution to the city’s
reputation. He expressed his warm welcome to the participants and
panellists for their valuable contributions, wishing everyone a fruitful and
successful conference. 
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The Opening Welcome Session was moderated by José Ramón Bauzá,
Former President of the Balearic Islands and Former MEP, serving as
moderator.  
Mrs. Maria Fornea, Governor of Cluj County, commended the remarkable
growth and success of Cluj International Airport, emphasizing the
dedication and hard work behind its achievements. She expressed her
gratitude to all entities contributing to this progress and underscored the
significance of inter-institutional collaboration.
During the Welcome Session, Marian Jean Marinescu, as Aviation Specialist  
highlighted the airport's crucial role in the region’s economic growth and
stressed the value of events like this in fostering development and
innovation.

Alexander Bogoyavlenski, Journalist,  Bloomberg TV Bulgaria

Emil Boc, Mayor of Cluj-Napoca (video message)

Maria Fornea, Governor of Cluj County Marian Jean Marinescu, Aviation SpecialistJosé Ramón Bauzá, Former MEP
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MODERATED WELCOME KEYNOTE 

In a discussion with moderator Raphael Meulders, Journalist at La Libre Belgique, David Ciceo, CEO of Cluj
International Airport, warmly welcomed the participants and expressed his gratitude for their presence. He also
extended his appreciation to the Mayor’s Office and the County Council for their continuous support. David Ciceo
emphasized the significance of such conferences in strengthening international relations and connectivity, noting
how they bring together aviation professionals from various sectors to exchange best practices and explore the
latest industry advancements. The discussion then shifted to Cluj International Airport’s growth, its expanding
destination network, and future development plans within the current geopolitical landscape. Additionally, the role
of Cluj International Airport as a key gateway to Transylvania was highlighted, particularly in fostering regional and
national tourism.  
Following the moderated Welcome Keynote, attending journalists engaged in a Q&A session, inquiring about future
strategies for expanding traffic at Cluj International Airport, plans for strengthening airline partnerships, and  for
enhancing connections to other destinations in Europe and even to the United States.

David Ciceo, CEO, Cluj International AirportRaphael Meulders, Journalist,  La Libre Belgique

Margarida Pereira Muller, Aviation JournalistLuc Maurice Citrinot, Journalist, Voyages d'Affaires Paris
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MODERATED KEYNOTE INTERVIEW 
Aeropolitical facts: Two months after the Trump administration has arrived in office
Moderator Marcel Riwalsky, CEO of Aviation-Event, conducted
a keynote interview with Candace McGraw, Chair of the ACI
World Governing Board and CEO of Cincinnati/Northern
Kentucky International Airport. Their discussion highlighted
key aeropolitical developments two months into the second
term of the Trump administration. Addressing a topic of global
interest, they explored the impact of the administration’s
policies on both the United States and the world, particularly
in light of the uncertainty and turbulence surrounding its early
months.  Shifting the focus to aviation, Marcel Riwalsky invited
Candace McGraw to share her perspective on the future of
American aviation. She acknowledged that changes in
administration inevitably bring a degree of uncertainty but
expressed optimism that the appointment of key officials and
a renewed leadership team in the aviation sector could restore
much-needed stability. Candace McGraw also highlighted
developments at Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport, discussing its airline network, digitalization efforts
aimed at enhancing the passenger experience, and its
strategic geographical location. She emphasized how the
airport's position enables a broad catchment area,
contributing to its status as the world's second-largest DHL
hub. She noted that the expansion of its cargo operations has
been a key factor in distinguishing the airport from others.
Finally, speaking in her capacity of Chair of ACI World, Candace  
McGraw underscored the organization’s strategic role in
driving global aviation development and growth.

Moderator Marcel Riwalsky, CEO of Aviation Event

Candace McGraw, Chair of the ACI World Governing Board
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MODERATED KEYNOTE INTERVIEW 
Enhancing Operational Excellence Through Digital Integration

Moderator Miquel Ross, Aviation Journalist for AeroTime, and      
Frédéric Chevalier, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Lagardère
Travel Retail, engaged in a keynote interview centered on the
evolving role of airport retail and the impact of digital integration
on operational excellence.
The discussion began with an overview of Lagardère’s extensive
global network, as Miquel Ross and Frédéric Chevalier examined
the vital connection between airport retail, economic growth,
and regional development. They emphasized how well-
integrated commercial strategies contribute to the dynamic
evolution of both airports and the areas they serve.
Frédéric Chevalier highlighted the necessity of tailoring
commercial offerings to match the nature of airport traffic and
passenger demographics. He stressed the importance of
customer-centric strategies, ensuring that retail offerings align
with travelers’ needs and preferences.
The conversation then shifted to digitalization, with a focus on
how innovation should serve to streamline operations rather
than introduce unnecessary complexities. Frédéric Chevalier
underscored that digital tools should enhance efficiency and
contribute to a seamless passenger journey, avoiding
unnecessary “digital gimmicks.”
They further explored how digitalization creates a competitive
advantage in airport retail by improving the overall travel
experience, reducing stress, and enhancing convenience.
Ultimately, they concluded that smooth, efficient retail
operations not only drive business growth and sales but also play
a key role in attracting and retaining passengers—reinforcing the
cycle of airport expansion and development.

Frédéric Chevalier, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Lagardère
 Travel Retail

Miquel Ross, Aviation journalist, AeroTime
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PANEL 1  Europe on its own? Major aviation players
leaving the path of liberalization and decarbonization?
Moderated by Luc Citrinot, Journalist at Voyages d'Affaires Paris, the panel featured Luis Felipe de Oliveira, former
Director General of ACI World, Rüdiger Franke, CEO of Hahn Airport and Askin Demir, CEO of LAS LIMAK AIBD
SUMMA SA (Aéroport International Blaise Diagne). Together, they engaged in a thought-provoking discussion on the
future of European aviation, addressing key concerns about the region’s trajectory amid shifting industry dynamics.
The conversation explored the potential threats to Europe’s aviation market, particularly in light of major players
moving away from liberalization and decarbonization efforts. The moderator set the stage by outlining Europe's
geopolitical significance in the global aviation sector, presenting data that sparked an engaging debate among the
panellists.
Discussions delved into the European domestic market and its vulnerabilities, with the panelists assessing the impact
of the current economic and socio-political landscape on aviation growth. As the global aviation center of gravity
shifts toward the Asia-Pacific region, they emphasized the need for Europe to adapt its strategies to maintain
competitiveness and avoid stalling the sector’s development.
On the topic of decarbonization, the panel examined whether Europe’s ambitious sustainability goals are
economically viable in an international landscape where it appears to be leading the charge alone. While
recognizing that passengers ultimately decide their preferred modes of transportation, the panelists agreed on the
importance of prioritizing connectivity and offering efficient, sustainable travel options. They stressed that ensuring a
seamless and environmentally responsible journey is crucial for advancing long-term decarbonization efforts.

Rüdiger Franke, CEO of Hahn AirportLuis Felipe de Oliveira, former Director General of ACI World
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PANEL 1 | Visual Highlights

Luc Citrinot, Journalist at Voyages d'Affaires Paris Askin Demir, CEO of LAS LIMAK AIBD SUMMA SA

Andrew Charlton, Journalist, Aviation Advocacy Marek Trakzyk, Journalist, TTG Poland 

Aviation-Event 2025 CLJ REVIEW 2025 www.aviation-event.com

www.aviation-event.com #AviationEvent2025CLJ www.airportcluj.ro

https://www.airportcluj.ro/conferinte-la-aeroport/aviation-event-2025-clj/
http://www.aviation-event.com/
http://www.aviation-event.com/
http://www.airportcluj.ro/


Moderated by Christoph Martin Madsen, Founder of BongoPlanes, the panel explored the role of innovation
in shaping the future of aviation. Panelists Clara Sasse, Co-CEO, Sasse Group, Florian Kruse, CEO, Evia Aero,
Dieter Klawunder, CEO, ModiVision, Gert Taeymans, EVP Europe, ADB SAFEGATE, and Antoine Rostworowski,
Senior VP, ACI World discussed the industry's openness to new technology—whether it primarily benefits
tech giants or also extends to startups. The session began with introductions, leading into a conversation on
emerging technologies, with panelists agreeing that optimizing existing infrastructure through innovation is
crucial to managing rising passenger traffic. They highlighted the growing influence of startups and
innovation hubs in driving creative yet reliable solutions to enhance the passenger experience.
A key focus of the discussion was the regulatory landscape and whether it fosters or restricts technological
progress. The panelists argued that regulations should evolve alongside technological advancements rather
than act as barriers to innovation. They explored the impact of AI, biometrics, and automation on the
aviation sector, emphasizing their potential to streamline operations and enhance efficiency. The need for a
forward-thinking approach to technology adoption was underscored, ensuring that airports remain
adaptable to the evolving demands of the industry.
The panel concluded with a shared perspective that airports are transforming into hubs of innovation,
energy, and technology. To stay ahead, industry players must embrace continuous technological
advancements while maintaining operational resilience. The consensus was clear: the future of aviation
depends on a proactive approach to change, leveraging innovation to improve efficiency, sustainability, and
the overall passenger journey.

PANEL 2 | Shaping the Future of Aviation: is the aviation
industry open for new technology?  If so: open only for
tech giants or startup players as well?

Christoph Martin Madsen, Founder of BongoPlanes

Clara Sasse, Co-CEO, Sasse Group Antoine Rostworowski, Senior VP, ACI World
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PANEL 2 | Visual Highlights

www.aviation-event.com

Dieter Klawunder,CEO, ModiVision Florian Kruse, CEO, Evia Aero

Gert Taeymans, EVP Europe, ADB SAFEGATE
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The final panel of the day centered on the implementation of aviation safety and regulations, emphasizing the
necessity of a collaborative approach for global aviation. Moderated by Michael Eggenschwiler Senior Aviation
Executive and Aviation-Event Board Member, the panel brought together key industry figures, including Nicolae
Stoica, General Director of the Romanian Civil Aeronautical Authority, Vasile Țocu, Director of Bucharest Air
Navigation Services, Costin Iordache, CEO of TAROM, Antonio Stoian, CEO of Animawings, and Claudiu Marian,
Director of the Department of Contemporary History and International Studies at Babes-Bolyai University. The
discussion explored the crucial role of cooperation among regulatory bodies, airlines, and other aviation
stakeholders in ensuring safety, while also addressing the economic impact of aviation as a key driver of
employment, tourism, and business development.

PANEL 3 | The roadmap to implementing aviation
safety and regulations: A collaborative  approach  for
global aviation

Nicolae Stoica, General Director, Romanian Civil Aeronautical Authority

As the conversation progressed, the panelists delved into the regulatory framework that governs aviation safety,
stressing the importance of compliance while also advocating for the simplification and increased efficiency of
regulations. Airlines, as major stakeholders, were highlighted as having a dual responsibility—not only to adhere to
safety standards but also to enhance the passenger experience by providing seamless travel services. The
discussion also touched upon the evolving nature of regulations, particularly in response to emerging
technologies, ensuring that aviation safety standards remain robust in the face of innovation. The panel
underscored the critical role of collaboration and communication among stakeholders in maintaining compliance
and ensuring the smooth implementation of aviation safety standards. Concluding the discussion, the panelists
reinforced the idea that a globally unified approach to aviation safety, supported by clear and efficient regulations,
is essential for the continued advancement of the industry.

Michael Eggenschwiler, Aviation-Event Board Member
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Vasile Țocu, Director of Bucharest Air Navigation Services Costin Iordache, CEO , TAROM

Antonio Stoian, CEO, Animawings
Claudiu Marian, Director of the Department of Contemporary History and
International Studies at Babes-Bolyai University

PANEL 3 | Visual Highlights
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In closing the conference, Rares Bogdan, MEP, European Parliament, delivered a video message congratulating CLJ
on another successful event. He expressed his appreciation for the significant contribution of Cluj International
Airport to the region’s development and recognized the vision and dedication that have propelled its growth and
prestige. He emphasized that this forward-thinking approach to aviation has enabled events like this to position Cluj
on the global aviation industry map.

CLOSING SPEECH

Marcel Riwalsky, CEO, Aviation-Event

David Ciceo, CEO of Cluj International Airport, and Marcel Riwalsky, CEO of Aviation Event, officially concluded the
conference. They extended their gratitude to the interviewees, panelists, and participants for their valuable insights,
as well as to the organizing teams and sponsors for their dedication and support in making the event a success.

David Ciceo, CEO, Cluj International Airport

Rares Bogdan, MEP, European Parliament (video message)
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Aviation-Event 2025 CLJ Testimonials
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Michael Eggenschwiler, Aviation-Event Board Member

Once more an inspiring Aviation-Event in Cluj, the vibrant city in
Romania, with many distinguished guests, speakers and good friends.
I was impressed by the professional attitude that the leaders of the
aviation industry in this country expressed, be it by the Civil Aviation
Authority, be it by ATC, be it by the Airlines and of course by the
Airports. They stressed the importance for high standards for safety
and performance as well as the value generated for the economy at
the same time. Mobility, especially by air, is the base for a sound
development of the regions in Europe. 

Luc Maurice Citrinot, Journalist, Voyages d'Affaires Paris

Aviation-Event 2025 CLJ demonstrated once again the immense
value that it brings to media and anyone involved in the air transport
industry. Panel thematics were sharp and well answered, mingling
with participants was interesting and gave opportunities to build
new friendships. Not to forget the fabulous sense of hospitality of Cluj
International Airport team and particularly David Ciceo, its director
and Sorin Costas, its marketing director. I wait impatiently for the
2026 edition...

Clara Sasse, Co-CEO, Sasse Group

The Aviation Event 2025 in Cluj was a first-class experience, bringing
together diverse experts to soar through insights on politics, new
technologies, and the future of flying! 
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IMPRESSIONS FROM THE CONFERENCE

Aviation-Event 2025 CLJ REVIEW 2025 www.aviation-event.com

www.aviation-event.com #AviationEvent2025CLJ www.airportcluj.ro

https://www.airportcluj.ro/conferinte-la-aeroport/aviation-event-2025-clj/
http://www.aviation-event.com/
http://www.aviation-event.com/
http://www.airportcluj.ro/


Aviation-Event 2025 CLJ REVIEW 2025 www.aviation-event.com

www.aviation-event.com #AviationEvent2025CLJ www.airportcluj.ro

IMPRESSIONS FROM THE CONFERENCE

https://www.airportcluj.ro/conferinte-la-aeroport/aviation-event-2025-clj/
http://www.aviation-event.com/
http://www.aviation-event.com/
http://www.airportcluj.ro/


Aviation-Event 2025 CLJ REVIEW 2025 www.aviation-event.com

www.aviation-event.com #AviationEvent2025CLJ www.airportcluj.ro

IMPRESSIONS FROM THE CONFERENCE

https://www.airportcluj.ro/conferinte-la-aeroport/aviation-event-2025-clj/
http://www.aviation-event.com/
http://www.aviation-event.com/
http://www.airportcluj.ro/


Runway to Celebration: The GALA DINNER Experience 
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